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ChatGPT and the Future of
Medical Education: Opportuni-
ties and Challenges

Sir,

We are writing to bring to your attention the recent unveiling of
the  ChatGPT  (Chat  Generative  Pre-Trained  Transformer)
language model and its profound impact on medical education.
Over  the  years,  OpenAI's  technology  has  been  extensively
applied in finance, manufacturing, and business models. Never-
theless, the popularity of ChatGPT has revolutionised medical
education and has left an irrevocable effect on the landscape of
academic learning.1

It has become a matter of concern for medical educators as
ChatGPT has rendered it arduous to design assignments and
online assessments that cannot be effortlessly manipulated.
The  burgeoning  availability  of  information,  including  the
answers  to  questions  in  examinations  or  assessments,  has
made it much easier for the medical students to resort to the
unfair  means.  ChatGPT  has  further  exacerbated  this  issue,
posing  a  considerable  challenge  for  medical  educators  to
devise a foolproof assessment system that can truly assess
students’  comprehension  and  proficiency  of  the  subject
matter.2

Therefore,  it  is  paramount  that  medical  educators  start
contemplating  innovative  ways  to  design assignments and
assessments that are impervious to ChatGPT. The traditional
approaches that could be readily circumvented by chatbots
must be replaced with methods emphasising critical thinking
skills,  problem-solving  activities,  and  experiential  learning
opportunities.  Medical  educators  must  channel  their  efforts
toward  developing  case-based  exercises,  simulations,  and
interactive activities beyond the capacity of ChatGPT or any
comparable chatbots that may emerge in the future.3

Additionally,  one  of  the  positive  ways  to  embrace  the
advancements  in the dynamic world is to leverage ChatGPT's
potential as a learning tool to enhance learners' critical thinking
abilities. By employing this tool, students can be assigned crea-
tive tasks wherein they can analyse and critique the information
generated by ChatGPT and draw appropriate inferences.4

In conclusion, ChatGPT's advent has ushered in a new era in the
medical  education,  presenting  a  daunting  challenge  to  the
medical educators. However, by recognising the diverse appli-
cations of artificial intelligence (AI) in all healthcare sectors,

medical  educators  can  impart  comprehensive  education  to
their students, preparing them for a healthcare system that has
already been irrevocably transformed by AI.
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